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Councilman Drale said sometime ago the Communist Government 
put a Catholic priest in prison and tortured him because he was 
working for the U. S. Government. He thought some honor should 
be bestowed on this man, and suggested a letter be written to the 
President of the United States. He said he would have all the in
formation for the next Agenda meeting. 

City Manager Stevens said that for some time the Council has 
been discussing with the Dominguez water Company and the Milton 
Kauffman Construction Company a proposed Agreement for water. ser
vice in their development at 190th Street and Hawthorne. The pro
posed plan is that Dominguez would supply the subdivision for ten 
years, at which time all the water distribution system and services 
would revert to the City of Torrance free of cost and with no charge 
for good will or loss of revenue. 

A lengthy discussion followed involving the area to be serviced 
and the time element for the Agreement. City Attorney Hall said he 
would prepare an Agreement for the Council's action. 

City Manager Stevens recommended the Council adjourn until 5:00 
P.M., Friday, October 16, 1953, to award the contract for the tax 
warrants. 

Mr. E. J. Robinson, President, Pacific Hills Home Owners' 
ASSOCiation, asked the Council what they intended to do about the 
open pits at the Torrance Sand and Gravel Company. He said their 
association wanted this fenced or guards placed there to protect 
the children. 

Councilman Benstead moved that if the Torrance Sand and Gravel 
Company is in violation of Ordinance No. 593 that the City Attorney 
be authorized to take action. Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Spelman moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

At 11:10 P.M., Councilman Spelman moved to adjourn to 5:00 
P.M., Friday, October 16, 1953. Motion, seconded by Councilman 
Benstead, carried unanimously. 

APPROVED: 

MAYOR OF 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
October 16, 1953 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad.
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Tor
rance, California, on Friday, October 16, 1953, at 5:03 p.m., 
Mayor Schwab presiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drale and Schwab. ABSENT: COUN
CILMEN: Spelman. Also present were City l\1anager Stevens, City 
Attorney Hall and City Treasurer Leech. 

Councilman Drale moved. to dispense with the regular order of 
bUSiness. Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unani
mously. 
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City Manager Stevens recommended that the bid of the Torrance 
National Bank for furnishing warrants, in the amount of $200,000.00, 
be accepted, for the reason that they submitted the only firm bid 
and time is of the essence in this matter, therefore, that the bid 
be awarded to them and all other bids be rejected. Councilman Drale 
moved to concur with the recommendation of City Manager-Stevens in 
awarding the bid to the Torrance National Bank. Motion, second.ed 
by Councilman Benstead, carried. unanimously by roll call vote of 
those present. 

City Manager Stevens said that, at the suggestion of Mayor 
Schwab, he had prepared agreements with the Dominguez Water Company, 
but did not know whether or not the Council desired to act upon the 
matter at this time. 

Councilman Blount said he had specifically asked that this mat-
ter be acted upon at a Regular Meeting and would appreciate the Coun
cil dOing so. Mayor Schwab said he felt that these gentlemen are 
entitled to an answer; that if he were in their position he would 
feel likewise. A short discussion was held, and it was decided to 
take action on this matter at a Regular Meeting. 
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City Manager Stevens said he believed CounCilman Spelman had 
asked Fire Chief Benner to come before the Council on a matter, and 
Chief Benner presented a communication he had received from the Mack 
Motor Truck Corporation. City Clerk Bartlett read the communication, 
which offered an extension on the October 15th deadline of trading 
in the American La France Quadruple Combination Engine for a new 
aerial fire engine, up to and including October 30, 1953, at an al
lowance of $3,000.00. A short discussion was held and it was decided 
that the City is not financially able to make such a purchase at this 
time, but Mayor Schwab told Chief Benner the matter would probably 
be discussed at the next Agenda Meeting. 

Attorney Armstrong stated that he realized the Council and City 
Treasurer would be out of town next week and, if the money is needed 
Monday, the Warrant should be executed tonight. City Attorney Hall 
advised that the document would be executed tonight. 

At 5:12 p.m. Councilman Benstead moved the meeting adjourn. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously. 

APPROVED: 

~v"~ 
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

,~ 

C?~-&~ 
CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
October 27, 1953 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council ChamberA City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, October 27, 1953, at d:OO P.M., Mayor Schwab preSiding. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Drale, spelman and Schwab. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Benstead. Also present were City Manager Stevens and City 
Attorney Hall. 

Councilman Drale led the salute to our Flag. 

Rev. Bronson of the Nazarene Church opened the meeting with an 
invocation. 
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